NAMIBIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF
Reg. No. WO 84
P.O. Box 21040
WINDHOEK,
NAMIBIA.

Report on the 2023 International Week of the Deaf and
International Day of Sign Languages. Windhoek,
Namibia

This report presents the activities, challenges and success of commemorating and
celebrating the International Month of the Deaf and the International Day of Sign
Language-2023

Deaf across Namibia took to the streets in different regions to march in celebration
of this annual commemoration among the world’s Deaf communities.

Executive Summary:

12 September 2023, saw the Parliament of Namibia presented with a motion from
the deputy honorable Minister, Disability Affairs asking the August house to
consider recognition of the Namibian sign Language as a national Language.

18 September 2023, vice Chairperson of the Namibian National Association of the
Deaf announce a country wide march in support of the motion presented to the
parliament by the Deputy Minister- Disability Affairs.

Deaf members from Windhoek marched to the zoo park in Windhoek and handed
over a petition to the Secretary to the National Assembly. A letter acknowledging
our petition has been received from the national assembly.

Profound thanks to Autohaus Windhoek for continued partnership in
commemorating the international month of the Deaf by offering transport to the

NNAD during the week of September.
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We hope that this support will be expanded to the full month of September every
year and NNAD and Autohaus will market the day through social media throughout
the month.

NNAD delivered Sign Language dictionaries to two mainstream schools in
Swakopmund to ensure sign Language spread among the school community to
enable communication between deaf learners and the hearing learners and staff
at schools. Coastal High secondary school and Swakopmund primary school in
Swakopmund received free Sign Language dictionaries from NNAD as NNAD’s
commitment to ensure Sign Language resources and contribution to inclusive
education. This could not have been an easy task to do without the sponsorship
from Autohaus Windhoek that has made available the vehicle for us use during

September over three consecutive years!

Meetings:

In all, we have a Meetings with deputy minister, Disability affairs where the Ministry
of Education, Arts and Culture, joined us to deliberate on the status of the
Namibian sign language, impacts of recognition and lack of. This discussion gave
ideas to be included in the motion by the deputy minister.

We have also the opportunity to be part of the panelist for Nanso sanctioned public

engagement on Inclusive Education. NNAD was represented.

Success:

Following the first ever meeting of the WFD board meeting in Namibia in 2022,
NNAD was able to once again demonstrate the need for full recognition of the
Namibian Sign Language. Further, NNAD made comments on the status of
Namibian sign language, its lack of recognition and the need for full support of the
motion that call for its recognition.

Media coverages was observed throughout the month and its highly appreciated.
Different establishments, Nedbank, Wildness and Bank Windhoek have included

something about Sign Language.



The year’s Heritage has Sign Language theme.

Police escort, both Namibian and City police availed their service to escort us during
the march.

The sponsorship form Autohaus has enable NNAD to delivery Sign Language
dictionaries in Erongo to two mainstream schools. Swakopmund Primary school

and Coastal High secondary school.

Challenges:
Although we are happy to say the whole program was a success, we have
experienced some challenges.
e The budget for the international Week of the Deaf launch was inadequate.
e Municipality of Windhoek refused to assist with transportation needs from
the participants from Zoo Park to Safari hotel, where the main event was
launched by Hon Sioka.
e Lack of funds to cater for local and international interpreters, as a result

they were not remunerated for the wonderful job they have done.

NNAD wish to say Thank you! For your support and as we have indeed indicated
before, we are looking to a long-lasting work relationship between all sponsors and
partners of NNAD every year. Such gesture cannot go unnoticed and it will go a
long way our causes.

Pease see some of the links of our works during the Month of September:

1. hips:/feconomist.com.na/5879/health/equality-for-deaf-people/

https://nbcnews.na/node/102717

https://www.namibian.com.na/deaf-community-urges-govt-to-recognise-sign-language/

https://neweralive.na/posts/calls-mount-to-give-sign-language-official-status

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z90GrTxxs3Q
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https://www.africannewsagency.com/namibia-press-agency/nnad-

stresses-importance-of-equal-access-of-basic-services-b504a90d-218e-
5097-a0c4-cc0c7cd65120/
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Here are some of the pictures:
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Picture 1. Ms. Lydiah Kandetu, (in yellow) Secretary to the National Assembly during the handover of the NNAD
petition, demanding support of the motion on recognition of Namibian Sign Language . NNAD vice Chairperson Mr.
Peter Uushona is seen in white signing to her.
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Picture 2: Deaf community from Windhoek chanting and marching along the streets in Windhoek’s CBD during the

IWD day. The Community handed over a petition in support of a motion presented in the parliament of Namibia
calling for the recognition of Namibian Sign Language.
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Figure 3. Deaf community and participant in the march demonstrating some of the placards.






Autohaus Windhoek
Customer Parking

Figure 5 Proud sp()nsozr: Representatzize from Autohaus Windhoek (VW) hand over keys t(‘)‘ NNAD representative. The
sponsorship was for the transport to the NNAD during the International Month of the Deaf.



Figure 6. Paul form NNAD seen handing over the donation of Namibian Sign Language Dictionaries to Principal of
Swakopmund Primary school Mr. Spring
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Figure 7. Front view of the Swakopmund Primary school where more than 10 Deaf learners are mainstreamed. This
has motivated NNAD to donate Sign Language dictionaries to ensure education of these Deaf learners is supported in



the best way possible.
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Figure 8. Representative of the Coastal High school and Mr. Spring from Swakopmund Primary school receiving the
Donation of Namibian Sign Language Dictionaries donated by NNAD
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Figure 9. Entrance sign to the Coastal high school, Swakopmund

Figure 8§ NNAD representative in conversation with Min of Education representative during the Nanso talk on
Inclusive Education .
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Compiled By.

Mr. Linekela Paul Nanyeni,

Executive National Director- Namibian National Association of the
Deaf(NNAD)

02" of October 2023.
The end.
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